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cases, these inbred lines have been used directly to produce commercial hybrids used widely in the processing industry. In other cases, this germplasm has served as parental material for breeding efforts. The breeding program was geared toward assessing the feasibility of F 1 hybrid carrots, which required an understanding of pollen sterility, inbreeding potential, and seed production characteristics. The primary focus of the breeding program was the development of disease resistant, high-carotene, high-quality processing carrot inbred lines and populations for use in the commercial seed industry. All sterile lines were developed through the use of petaloid sterility, with the exception of W93A, which was developed with brown anther sterility. Between 1953 and 1981 
